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NEW SEPTEMBER BOOK RELEASE: RAYE OF LIGHT 
A fall book release details the historic story of Jimmy Raye, Duffy Daugherty, the integration of 

college football, and the 1965-66 Michigan State Spartans. 
 
When Jimmy Raye enrolled at Michigan State University in 1964, he did more than just enroll in 
a university hundreds of miles from his native Fayetteville, N.C.: he was part of a 
groundbreaking movement that changed college football forever. 
 
His story, as well as his Spartan teammates and coach Duffy Daugherty, is told in Raye of 
Light: the first book to fully explain Duffy Daugherty’s Underground Railroad and its impact on 
college football. History has not accorded Daugherty, Raye, and the Spartans proper credit for 
their roles in the integration of college football. Too many view Daugherty as recruiting a couple 
of All-American players from the South, winning a bunch of games with his 1965-66 teams and 
then having it all come to an end. 
 
But that ignores the history made by Raye and the Spartans. In his junior season in 1966, Raye 
was Michigan State’s first black starting quarterback and the first black quarterback from the 
South to win a national title. The Michigan State team with a progressive head coach, a pioneer 
black quarterback, and the first fully integrated roster in college football is the subject of this 
engrossing new book by award-winning author Tom Shanahan. 
 
In Raye of Light, Shanahan tells the story of how Daugherty integrated his Spartan teams in a 
time when leading college programs like the University of Alabama were still segregated, when 
it was unusual to see black athletes at skill positions like quarterback, and when choices for 
outstanding Southern black athletes were either traditionally black colleges or northern colleges 
opening their doors to nationwide recruits.  
 
It’s been 50 years since Raye and his teammates made history, and issues of race still reverberate 
in college and pro football, both on the playing field and on coaching staffs. One need only to 
reflect on the ugly comments on Los Angeles Clippers owner Donald Sterling to realize we are 



not living in a post-racial society, making the inspiring tale of Raye, Bubba Smith, Duffy 
Daugherty and the rest of the 1965-1966 Michigan State Spartans even more relevant. 
 
WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT RAYE OF LIGHT 
“My journey through the National Football League culminated with coaching the Indianapolis 
Colts to a victory over the Chicago Bears in Super Bowl XLI. The Bears were coached by Lovie 
Smith, another African-American coach, who had started his NFL career coaching for me in 
Tampa. I was proud to have helped Lovie, but as I walked up to the victory podium after the 
game, I couldn’t help but think of how many people had helped me along the way. One of those 
people I wanted to personally thank for opening doors was Jimmy Raye. This book tells how 
some of those doors got pushed open. I’m sure you will enjoy reading about the journey!” – 
Former NFL Coach Tony Dungy, from the book’s foreword    
 
ABOUT TOM SHANAHAN 
Tom Shanahan is an award-winning sportswriter who has written for the San Diego Union-
Tribune, Voice of San Diego, Chargers.com, Rivals.com, and Gameday Central. He has won 
multiple first-place awards from the San Diego Press Club and first place from the Copley News 
Service Ring of Truth Awards. The National Football Foundation/San Diego Chapter presented 
him its Distinguished American Award in 2003 and USA Track and Field’s San Diego Chapter 
its President’s Award in 2000. Shanahan grew up in Big Rapids, Michigan, and graduated from 
Michigan State University with a journalism degree in 1978. He lives in Cary, North Carolina, 
with his wife Taosheng and daughter Jai Jai. 
 
ABOUT AUGUST PUBLICATIONS 
Based in Middleton, Wis., August Publications  (www.augustpublications.com) specializes in 
Websites and books for sports and active-living enthusiasts, including Ballpark Digest, Spring 
Training Online, Arena Digest, Yellowstone Insider, and New West. 
 
RAYE OF LIGHT 
Jimmy Raye, Duffy Daugherty, The Integration of College Football, and the 1965-66 Michigan 
State Spartans 
By Tom Shanahan 
Release Date: September 24, 2014 
ISBN: print, 978-1-938532-19-1; eBook, 978-1-938532-20-7 
318 pages, trade paperback (5.5x8.5) 
Price: $22.95 paperback, $8.99 ebook 
 
Advance Reading Copies available in both hard and eBook formats. Contact Kevin Reichard to 
arrange a copy. 
 


